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SCOTTISH HARDCORE COMPILATION CD 


So, here’s issue 10 of along slumbering ENZK, 

hope you enjoy it. 

Good dose of Scottish hardcore for you and a CD § 

full of it too. This is by no means a 

comprehensive guide to hardcore in Scotland 

for a start Divide and Broken Oath from 

Glasgow aren't in here, maybe next time, also ’ lrirecolt/wi 

Today We Fight from Edinburgh should have pebble sei and pers 
been on the CD but astudio mishap put a - 

spanner in the works there so you get email: 

Condition21 instead, never mind. What it does enzk ranzineghormajl com 
give you is anice slice of what’s going on in this 

country and hopefully encourage you to check 

out stuff you wouldn’t normally. ‘ Any bands fancy 
I’m pretty much stoked on hardcore again after being on the next 
a period of being fairly non plussed by what was §f CD just get in touch 
going on and once again I felt inspired to put 

the fanzine out again in paper format. I’m 

loving the current UK stuff and check stuff out 

here almost to the exclusion of bands from 

elsewhere (unless they happen to play up here), 

it might be close minded but there’s so much 

quality in these shores that I doubt I’m missing 

out on too much. 

Once again enjoy the zine and disc, if it gets a 

\| good response, there might well be another 

issue in the next decade. 

Cheers 

Graham 


=| Stop Press! Or whatever. 


So the zine has taken a wee while to complete so here’s a couple of updates: 
Tearjerk split up, Baz and Mike will have a new band soon. 
Glen is no longer in The Fight Back, Martin from Engage has been drumming for them. 


The first time | saw allergo | was immediately 
impressed by the energy they generated, their 
singer Matt was literally throwing himself all over the 
place whilst shrieking shouting and growling like he 
was possessed, also the riffs and grooves they bust 
out are truly immense; just check their tracks on the 
cd for evidence of that, so when | came to think of 
bands for the comp allergo were one of the first so 
here’s the interview with drummer Motion: 


who’s who in allergo? were you all friends to begin 
with and how did the band start? 


Allergo consists of 
myself - Graham 
Motion (drums), 
Tom Mitchell 
(guitar), James 
Fleming (Bass) and 
Matt Evans (vocals). 
We started out in 
late 2001, like 
almost every other 
band in the world, 
as 3 friends at high 
school, (tom, matt 
and i) all drawn 
together for the love 
of music and 
because we pretty 
much have the 
exact same sense of 
humor. Tom and | 
had been playing 
our instruments for a few years but we were all kinda 
randomly jamming around with different bands until our 
old bassist, Johnny, rounded us all up to his house for a 
jam. Things took off from there really, and we wrote 
about 2 songs which we thought kicked ass within the 
first hour or so. We kicked Johnny out because he never 
came to practices and couldn’t really be bothered with 
the whole band thing, so we were a 3 piece for a few 
months writing and playing horrible grind songs but after 
a while of searching for someone we finally found a 
bassist in the form of Tom’s nextdoor neighbor, James, 
and he pretty much started playing the bass as soon as 
he joined the band. 


does the band name mean anything, why did you 
pick it and do you still get referred to as allegro? 


We were called allegro for about a week or something, 
but when we got our pal Ewan to design a logo for us he 
mis-spelled it, and nobody really noticed haha. We found 
out about a year later or something that the name has 
something to do with a heavy metal toxin which can be 
injected into the blood stream, it’s also some kind of 


pharmaceutical company from Germany. People 
allllillways still say it or spell it wrong, it used to be a bit 
annoying but we’re just used to it now, we're just sick of 
people saying “what’d you call yourself after a shite car 
for? ? Ill” 


what bands have been the biggest influences on 
your sound and what record first made you want to 
play music? what pigeon hole/genre would you 
describe yourselves as? 


| think when we first started, the 2 bands that influenced 
us most was The Deftones and Slayer. We loved the 
melodic and epic parts and the screamy vocals of the 
Deftones but the brutality and the speed of Slayer so we 
tried to merge them together in our own way. As a 
drummer i'll always remember the night i saw the video 
for “Seasons In The Abyss” by Slayer on “SuperRock” or 
something like that and just being blown way, then 
asking for a drum kit about 5 mins later, only to get it 2 
years later. But “back in the day” i don’t think we had 
very many songs that sounded the same, we just tried to 
write everything we could and put plenty of variety into 
each song and it drew in a lot of people for us. But we’re 
a much more mature band now and i’ve no clue what to 
describe us, i usually call us “Fast Technical Metal 
Mixed With Frantic Jagged Hardcore” or something 
really wanky like that, but i prefer finding out what others 
describe us as. 


is matt hyperactive with epilepsy or do you guys 
wire him up to the mains before you play? is he like 
that at practice/all the time or is it just reserved for 
gigs? 


Hahaha im sure 
when he was 
younger Matt used 
to take “calm me 
down” pills, he’s 
pretty much like 
that 24/7 
especially before 
gigs or when we’re 
all together, we’ve 
had to calm him 
down at gigs a little 
bit though because 
things usually get 
broken. Theirs soo 
many stories and 
stupid things the 
he’s done it’s hard 
to even remember 
most of them. | still 
think he’s a comic 
genius as well, some of the stuff that he comes out with 
when we’re joking around is sheer brilliance. 


you played at t in the park and were on tv, how was 
that as an experience? did you notice an increased 
interest in you from audience/labels? did you get to 
schmooze with rock stars backstage? also did you 

get to make any outrageous demands for a rider, if 

not what would you ask for on a rider? 


TITP was amazing, still hasn’t really sunk in that i was 
on the BBC doing a nation wide live interview about 
Allergo! When i think about it all i can do is laugh in 
disbelief, i had no idea it was going to be shown out live 
or anything. We played a cracker as well and we 


managed, somehow, to get the whole tent absolutely 
packed, from front to back, which was incredible to view, 
so many people there to see us, Oh and we gota huge 
cheer when we walked up on stage, VIP treatment, 
Backstage passes everywhere, getting to meet sponge 
bob square pants, free red bull, beer and irn bru it was 
good to be a rawk god for a day. We met a few “famous” 
folk, Fedirico from Big Brother 4 fame!( i kinda felt sorry 
for the guy, everywhere he went he’d get hassled..funny 
though), Nikitah from T4’s Popworld! (the one that 
always wears her skirt half way up her arse), and in the 
bit where we usually went for a seaton the grass there 
were numerous amounts of guys with tight jeans and 
denim jackets with really bad hair-do’s all from bands 
most likely beginning with “the”. | also asked Katie Melua 
(closest thing to crazy) “where the fuck” she got her 
sponge bob square pants Frisbee from, not knowing she 
was famous or anything. 


We tried asking for sandwiches, warm towels and some 
cats. But none of our rider demands were met, we were 
furious. 


We got some interest from a couple of labels and 
promoters, nothing major though. Weirdest and most 
surprising thing that happened was a few months after 
TITP. | was staying with my sis for about a month 
without going to my mums, i had no calls or mail or 
anything like that for me. The day i go back i get a phone 
call from the Parlaphone Records A n’R Dept, asking me 
what the band was up to, if we had any new stuff 
recorded, if we were coming down south anytime soon 
etc and to send them down a demo, which was rather 
nice. HeadHoncho promotions also offered us a PR 
campaign which we turned down. 


what releases have 
you done? has it just 
been demos so far 
and how can folk get 
hold of your stuff? 
what label/s would 
you love to see 
allergo on and why? 


| think we’ve recorded 
about 6 demos or 
something since we 
started, the first cd we 
gave out to friends was 
a little 6 track thing we 
recorded off of tom’s 
video camera which 
also contained a dodgy 
cover of raining blood, 
the whole thing was 
horrible, i cant even listen to most of the stuff we’ve 
done apart from using it for comical value. The first one 
we recorded in a studio had about 16 songs or 
something ridiculous on it. | think demos are a great way 
of bookmarking yourself as a band, if you listen to it a 
while after its done and say to yourself “god this is 
awful”, then its just another way of realizing how much 
you’ve improved not only as a band but as a musician as 
well. Just now labels and business stuff are the last thing 
on our minds and always has been really, we’re not 
really fussed yet, but i wouldn’t mind seeing us on 
Reflection, Relapse or Dischord or even Victory if they 
kicked off half the crap on it, i think we'll get in Ferret 
and Roadrunner for the clichééé sell-out 3 album. 


If anyone wants a demo get in touch with Tom at 


allergonoise@hotmail.com or me at 
allergodrumbum@hotmail.com and we'll send ya one. 


Or come to a gig. 


have you played outside of scotland yet? where 
would you dream of playing and who with? what’s 
been your favorite gig so far and how do audiences 
usually react to you? 


We've still to play in 
England or outside 
Scotland, the main 
problem being that 
we're all lazy 17/18 
year olds who can't 
drive, but it’s always 
been a big goal for us 
and we're definitely 
determend to go down, 
rock out and 
reprahhzent. Reactions 
towards us are either 
10 or 0, but no matter 
what we always get 
appreciated, even for 
the stinkers we play, : 

but in terms of “crowd interaction” gigs with us are either 
us and the crowd going ballistic or everyone just 
standing staring with a drink, which im not bothered 
about, in a way i respect it more, because people are 
actually taking the music in and properly listening to us. 
But nothing beats seeing matt running along a ceiling, 
with everyone holding him up and chanting at the same 
time. (that’s pretty much every Perth show we play). | 
always wanted to play King Tuts in Glasgow up until we 
did play it for the TITP finals, it was great they set up my 
drum kit for me, and if we were to tour with any band 
anywhere it’d be The Fight Back. 


what’s your favourite mosh move to bust out? 


Haha! That’s a toughie i have a few, “back in the day” 
when there wasn’t much dancing at gigs and loadsa 
room to move i’d usually pull off my “signature” spinning 
round house kicks into windmill combo, not done that 
one for a while now as there’s no room at gigs anymore 
and i’d probably end up smacking someone by mistake. 
| usually just tend to stomp it up and floorpunch, trying to 
look like the dude from the Circle Jerks logo. And then 
theirs the classic pop crossover dances, such as the 
“macaCOREna’ which is pretty much doing the 
macarena during a beatdown, and who can forget, hill 
billy moshing, in which 4 people or more smash into 
each other whilst manic barn dancing...kinda like a hick 
version of a wall of death, only with less brains. 


owt else the world needs to know about allergo? 
future plans? 


Nothing exciting is happening just yet, we're still busy 
trying to write a whole new set for gigs and a new demo, 
next gig is in February in Aberdeen we’re playing with 
Bleeding Through and Cult Of Luna, so that should be a 
cracker. We're really missing playing gigs already and 
we’ve only took a month off without playing, so expect 
even more energetic performances. 


www.allergonoise.com 


tli BLACK FLAGHI 


If you've heard of punk rock, you've heard of Black Flag — 
you've seen the classic 4 bar logo and seen the LPs. The first 
thing you think of is corporate Rollins posturing and his 
subsequent road into heavy fuckin rock. But think again 
buckos, Black Flag were THE punkest band on the fuckin 
planet while Henry Garfield (later Rollins) was still working in a 
pet shop 5000 miles away. Black Flag’s ist 7" is a punk rock 
milestone.... after which things were never quite as punk 


This here 
article is all 
about Black 
Flag’s heyday, 
so I will skip 
=. the most part 
< of their career, 
look elsewhere 
for info on their 
later 
wafflings.... 
Ves SF Back in 1977 a 
ST ye Nel a a young Greg 
pn a Ginn was 
getting off on the new sounds of the Ramones and the New 
York Dolls thousands of miles away from his home in LA, 
frustrated at the lack of an alternative in his home town he put 
together a band with his pal Keith Morris. They began playing 
under the moniker "Panic". After drafting in a couple of friends 
Brian Migdol and Chuck Dukowski the band started playing 
clubs and parties around LA. Soon after this the band 
discovered another band called Panic so with the help of their 
artist friend came up with the name and logo for "Black Flag". 
A short few weeks later (mid 78) the band recorded their first 
7", the infamous "Nervous Breakdown" 7"ep, 4 tracks of 
blazing punk rock — this is one of the most down right kick ass, 
pissed punk rock put to vinyl. Ginn knew no-one else was 
going to put out their record so he started his own label SST 
and the "Nervous Breakdown" became the first of many 
releases for the label, which is still releasing records 22 years 
later! As soon as the 7" was released Keith Morris decided to 
leave the band after personal differences with Greg Ginn (a 
problem recurring throughout the bands history), he went on 
to form the legendary Circle Jerks. Ginn had decided to give 
the band 100%, something not all members were prepared to 
do...drummer Brian Migdol left soon after Morris. Long time 
friend Robo stepped to help out and remained in the band for 
the next 3 years. The band at this time were forging their 
reputation as the hardest working band in LA, turning up and 
playing anywhere and everywhere (even without a singer). 
The band’s 100% no bullshit attitude to playing and 
advertising their shows (taping flyers to EVERY telephone poll 
in LA) caused much friction between the band and the LAPD, 
the police often shutting down the bands shows before a note 
was even played. The band were all living in a squat at this 
time, stealing food from dumpsters, practising in the day and 
doing shows at night. 
At the start of 1979 the band drafted in the singer of local 
band "the Happy Tampons" Ron Reyes (or Chavo). LA was 
exploding punkwise at this time with bands like the Germs, the 
Vandals and X. Black Flag were still renowned as the hardest 
working of the bunch with their relentless gigging and flyering. 
At the beginning of 1980 the band returned to the studio to 
record the "Jealous Again" mini LP, again relations were 


By Tim Brooks. 


Photos: Glenn E. Friedman 
strained and Chavo quit the band, though not. before finishing 
recording. Along with all the pre-Rollins material this mini LP is 
5 tracks of kick ass punk with the classic "Revenge" amongst 
them. Long time fan and friend of the band Dez Cadena joined 
on vocals after Chavo’s departure completing one of Black 
Flag’s strongest and most stable line-ups. For the next year 
and a half years the band toured extensively and relentlessly 
across America converting punkers everywhere. In amongst 
touring the band recorded 2 great 7"s, the 3 track 6 pack 7" 
and a cover of Louie Louie. The band were partway through 
writing their 1st LP when they embarked on another gruelling 
tour of 
America, 
Ginn’s 
unerring 
work ethic 
pushing 
them 


harder and 
harder. 
Cadena’s 
voice began 
to trouble 
him during 
this tour, 
and there 
were points 
where he 
let the 
crowd take 
over. One 
infamous 
night in 
Washington 
DC Henry from the local band SOA jumped on stage and sang 
a song with the band. Immediately Cadena and Ginn agreed 
the band had found their new singer.... Henry Garfield...Rollins. 
The band asked Rollins to try out, and being as Black Flag 
were his favourite band he jumped at the chance. The 
rehearsal was a success and Rollins gave up his job, band and 
house and moved to LA where the band continued writing and 
rehearsing the legendary "Damaged" LP. Dez Cadena moved 
to second guitar and the band embarked on their ist British 
tour. This fateful tour, explained best in Rollins’ "Get in The 
Van" book, really tested the band, particularly the newest 
member. The tour was a disaster opening for bands like the 
Anti Nowhere League and Chelsea. On returning to the USA 
Robo left to be replaced by Bill Stevenson of the 
Descendents...... Although some of the bands best 
retrospective material was released after this point (mid 1982) 
"Everything Went Black" and "The First Four Years" LPs, it was 
at this point the band started to lose direction. The band never 
again had a stable line up due to the bands constant tour 
schedule and Ginn’s renowned mood swings. Nothing the band 
did ever matched the band’s ist releases, although My War is 
worth checking out the self absorbed noodling of Family Man 
and subsequent releases are best avoided in my eyes. In 1986 
Greg Ginn decided enough was enough and the band 
imploded. 


Rollins went on the achieve all kinds of success with writing, 
singing, acting and spoken word. 

Greg Ginn has continued to run SST records and release solo 
records. 

Keith Morris sang in the Circle Jerks until recently when he 
underwent treatment for Leukaemia. 

Dukowski had his radio show and worked at SST until 1997. 
Ron Reyes disappeared and rumour has it was deported to 
Puerto Rico. 

Robo moved to New York and played in the Misfits for some 
years, he is reportedly married and living in South America. 
Dez Cadena has continued playing guitar in a number of bands 
though mostly experimental rather than punk. 

Bill Stevenson returned to the Descendents and All after his 
stint in Black Flag. 

Black Flag have appeared on many many things, too many to 
mention here. All of their releases are available in every format 
through SST and all their best stuff has been compiled on to 1 
record. For record collectors the early issues are the most 
sought after, in particular the 1st press of the 1st 7". Early 
editions of SST releases were in slightly larger non-glossy 
covers. All you need to pick up as the listener is the "1st Four 
Years" LP which comps the ist 4 releases and 2 compilation 
tracks. "Everything Went Black" LP which is a collection of 
previously unreleased material from the early days, and the 


"Damaged" LP, Rollins’ debut and a killer punk rock record...do "= 


yourself a favour if you've not heard them.dump your NoFx 
cds in the bin and get out there!! 

Selected Discography: 

7's 

Nervous Breakdown 7" (SST001) 1978 

Six Pack 7" (SST005) 1982 

TV Party 7" (SST012) 1985 

Louie Louie 7 (?? — this 7" appears to be re-released in 1986, 
I’m not sure when it originally came out, apparently the ist 


Courage To Care Records 
Spring / Summer 2005 


CTC#1 What Hope Remains “One Set Fate” 7” 
With a reputation for rowdy, destructive, unpredictable live 
performances, What Hope Remains are one of the UK’s brightest 
new bands. Playing passionate hardcore which takes influence from 
bands such as American Nightmare, Right Brigade and Carry On. 
What Hope Remains are keeping the sound of modern day hardcore 
alive. 6 track 7” out now! 


CTC#2 Face Up “Demo 2005” 7” 

Formed from the break up of Turn Your Back, this is the follow up to 
the three track demo released at Ninjafest last year. After hearing 
the recording we were blown away and decided to talk them into a 


‘full’ release. Fast and fun - mix Straight Ahead and Mental then add 


some of the best vocals the UK has to offer - you have the idea. 
5 track 7” limited to just 300 copies. Out May 2005. 


Up Next: 

My Revenge / Kill Your Idols split 7” 
Fifty On Red / Face Defeat split 7” 
Courage to Care issue #6 


courage _to_care@hotmail.com 
www.couragetocare.co.uk 


9 Welton Mount, Hyde Park, Leeds, 
LS6 1ET, England 


pressing has a different back cover) 
LPs/12’s 

Jealous Again 12" (SST003) 1980) 
Damaged LP (SST007) 1981 

Everything Went Black 2LP (SST015) 1982 
The First Four Years LP (SST021) 1983 
My War LP (SST023) 1983 

Family Man LP (SST026) 

Slip It In LP (SSTO29) 1984 

Loose Nut (SST035) 1985) 

Process Of Weeding Out Mini LP (SST037) 
In My Head LP (SST045) 1985 

Who's Got The 10 %2? LP (SST060) 1986 Live 
Wasted Again LP (SST 166) 1987 Best Of 


engage 


contact: engagehc88@yahoo.co.uk 


The amount of times I’ve seen engage live must be 
nearing triple figures now, and from the first gig as a 
three piece when they didn’t have a name to last night, 
and through the gazillion line ups they’ve always 
blown me away with their passionate melodic 
hardcore. Also as a side note when I moved up to 
Newport (over the bridge from Dundee) from 
Anstruther Paul was the first punk I met and he 
recommended I should go see Exalt and Brain Damage 
in the Tay hotel a few days later, which I did, and got 
scared shitless by a couple of lunatics crashing through 
chairs and punching the crap out of each other, turned 
out to be Jase and Skins having a quiet dance. Anyway 
engage interview starts here: 

What folk are currently in the engage ranks? Is 
this a settled line up or is everyone on loan? 


It's a settled line-up, but we're trying to sort out a 

new bass-player at the moment. There's me on vocals, 
Dougie and Bobby on guitar and Martin on drums. Mark 
from The Fightback has been playing bass for the last 
few months 


You're currently taking a break from gigging at 
the moment, is this to write new material? Is 
anyone else in the band involved in writing stuff 
now and what's currently influencing you these 
days? What are the chances of a new release 
anytime soon? 


I don't think we're taking that much of a break, just 
not playing too much in the same places too often. We 
are writing new material, so I don't really want to 

play too much up here till we've got some of the new 
songs finished. So far, it's still me that writes the 
material, but that might change. 

We're planning on releasing a split with The 

Fightback pretty soon- no definite date is set though. 
Influence-wise it's pretty much the same as before- 
Dag Nasty and Turning Point are still what I listen to 
the most. I like a lot of European stuff too- I listen 

to a lot more of that than I used to. I think 
Sportswear produced some of the best HC records since 
the early 90's. That band was so good. The Damage 
Control stuff is great too- I'm Iooking forward to 
playing with them (tomorrow night!). 


You've been in the punk/hardcore scene for a 
good few years now, what initially drew you to it 
and what keeps you involved? 


I was into Thrash metal in the mid 80s and through 
that started listening to bands like DRI and early 
Suicidal Tendencies. It seemed a lot fresher and more 
energetic than the metal stuff. On of the guys from 
Brain Damage (Dundee punk band from the 80s) gave 
me a tape with Bad Brains and DOA on it, and I thought 
it was amazing. So from that point on, I didn't really 
listen to anything but Hardcore and some early 80s 
punk/Oi! The energy in Hardcore just can't be found 
anywhere else- there's nothing like it really. 


How many bands have you been in over the years 
and what ones have you enjoyed the most? 


Dunno how many bands exactly. Brain Damage was the 
first punk/hardcore band I played in. Together with 
Exalt (whose members went on to play in On File), 
these were the 2 punk bands in Dundee in the late 
80s.Brain Damage was more Broken Bones/GBH 
sounding. 

Me and Grant from that band got together with Graeme 
(who used to drum for Oi Polloi for a while) and 

formed a new band called Broccoli, which was a lot 
poppier sounding than Brain Damage. Lifer was after 
that, then I played in a punk band called Bloodshot in 
97. Me and Fungus (old guitarist) started Engage in 
Jan 98 with Colin from Exalt. 

I don't really know which one I enjoyed the most- all 

of them had good times. 


With engage suffering from revolving 
membership and then having the few year hiatus 
do you think you lost momentum and general 
awareness of the band that was built with the 
demo and the 7"? Why did you decide to 
resurrect engage and not start something brand 
new? 


It wasn't really a case of resurrecting the band, as 

for me it never went away. It was just a constant 
struggle to find people who were into playing that 
kind of music- at the time (2001), there were hardly 
any up in Dundee, certainly not enough for a full 
band. 

We definitely lost momentum. I have at times thought 
of starting something new.. It’s something I have 


thought of a lot. It kind of is a new band in a way 
though. 


You're well into classic old school sxe hardcore, 
what 3 hc records do you wish you could have 
played on and why? 


Ha- well I don't really wish I could have played on 
them- I'm just happy listening to them. Those records 
would probably be Dag Nasty- Can I Say, Turning Point- 
It's always darkest before the dawn, Chain Of Strength 
\u2013 True Till Death. Add to that the Rebuilding 
comp seven inch, cause that Turning Pont song is 
awesome. 

The Dag record just seemd so passionate- the tunes are 
great too- one of the best LPs ever. 


You were doing games programming at uni, have 
you always had an interest in video games? 
What are you’re top 5 classic games? Have you 
finished programming iridium for the ps2 and if 
so can i get a copy? Any other conversions you're 
working on? 


Yeah since I was about 14 or so- that was back in the 
C64 days. My favourite games would have to be 1. 
Uridium, 2. Spellbound, 3. Jet Set Willy, 4. Manic 
Miner, 5. Mercenary. 

'm finishing a ps2 version of Uridium- partly so I 
could play it without having to fire up an emulator, 
and partly so I can use it as a demo to get a job 
(finally!). 

You won't be able to run it on a regular unmodified 
ps2 though- only on a devkit. There's no way to boot 
the game on a regular ps2, due mainly to Sony's 
licensing and anti-piracy measures. I'll give you the 
PC version though- that's nearly done, and it looks 
just the same. 


How about the hotrods? Do you still have that 
one in peices in your mum's garage? Are you into 
any other car mods or just old school rods? 


I still have something in that garage- a baby blue 65 
Ford Zephyr with red steels and whitewalls. I've got a 
big block ford motor (460 cui V8) lurking around which 
could go in there. 

I'm not really into the 'picnic-table on the roof" 

sorta cars. 

Just hotrods, traditional kustoms (51 mercurys 
especially) and pro-street motors. Big V8s do it for 
me. 

I would very much like a trad black 32 roadster for 
the summer. 


You're older than me, should you not be thinking 
about getting a proper job, settling down and 
having kids? 

Yeah.. When I get that game finished. 


Anything else you want to add? 


Just to say thanks to the Fightback and Divide (and 
everyone else too). Plus thanks for the interview.. 


I witnessed I Stand Alone at their first gig and was taken by 
their fast melodic hardcore style, so here’s an interview with 
them: 


Who's who in I stand alone? I know two of you played 
together in turtlehead, where did the other two come from? 


Tain - I Played in Intake with Rick through in Falkirk 4 years before 
ISA, Played in lots of strange punk and metal bands in Cumbernauld, 
not all of them good i might add......... 

Rich - Soap was in a *popular* beat combo who we wont mention ;) 


Was there a conscious effort to form a straightedge band or 
was that just coincidence? 


Rich - It just happened really but i'm glad it did 
Tain - Purely a happy co incidence....... 


Soap - from my point of view i think it was a happy accident that when 
I joined as the last man in so to speak i completed the whole edge line 
up but it 

didnt appear to be a factor in my choice for vocals and was never 
mentioned before hand. 


When did you 
become edge and 
what made you take 
the decision? 


Rich - 1/1/2000. There 
were a few things 
going in my life and 
sxe got me through 
them. 


Iain - When i was 18, 
drinking didn't seem all 
that appealing, seeing 
all the young 
delinquents in 
Cumbernauld getting 
wasted helped me 
make my mind 

up. 


Rab - 15/8/93, it just 
seemed right, no flash 
of light or crap like 
that, just a realisation 
that I wasn't doing 
myself any favours. 


Soap - really from 16 but i guess you cant really be edge till youre 18 
so then till now. i find myself at 31 now so thatll be 13 years down! it 
was prompted by personal experiences that were either results of me 
bieng 

fucked up and causing problems for myself and others or the revesr 
and my friends fuckin things up for me. its a personal thing that i think 
in the end boils down to respect. 


You take a more melodic approach to hardcore do you think 
you could find yourself alienated by the hardcore kids for 
being too 'soft' yet the punk kids might steer clear cuz you're 
hardcore? 


Rich - Both crowds take one look at me and go "metal boy" and leave 
hahaha 


Tain - Hopefully they'll realise that we're not trying to alienate anyone, 
we just love punk and hardcore music, our music is just a combination 
of the two kinds of music we all agree on, no body should feel 
alienated come and have a good time...... 


lot of punks who wouldn't normally listen to hardcore, say that they 
are into what we are 

doing, the newer generation of hardcore bods may take a while to win 
over, what with the current trend of hardcore being the screamy stuff, 
which we obviously don't do, but in general its all been positive. 


Soap - i think sounding the way we do this is relevent to us. not many 
current bands at any level sound like us. and from my perspective if i 
was removed and they got a guy ( or girl) that screamed or shouted 
the hard core label would be definate. but as thats not what i do then 
people struggle a little. if you look at bands like 7 secs though were 
not a million miles away its just because they aren't current or 
hip.people tend to have short memories and so we cant be hardcore 
cos we dont 
scream. 


How has the 
response 
been to the 
demo? 


Rich - Pretty 
good so far. 
Not everyone 
is going to like 
you, SO you 
take the good 
and the bad 


Iain - we've 
sold a few 
copies so 
someone must 
like us apart 
from our 
families. 


being of the 
older 
persuasion, 
do any of 
you have : 
responsibilities that restrict band activity like kids and jobs? 


Rich - Getting days off from work at certain times of the year can be 
difficult but that doesn't interfere that much. 


Tain - Just the usual Money and getting the holidays from work 
worries. 


Rab - None of us have kids, so that side of it doesn't come into it, our 
employers are all pretty cool, and we can get most of the time off we 
need, 


Soap - i have my own business which is a tie but thankfully i work 
with some great guys who have the shop at heart. i love what i do and 
feel very lucky to be doing it so dont want to be away from it for that 
long, 


What do you get up to outside the band and what did you 
want to be when you were a kid? 


Rich - Not a lot to be honest, going to gigs and going out with my 
friends. I wanted to be an electrician like my dad but I was shite at 
it!!! 


Tain - I like to mess about with computers, play music and listen to 
music. I don't really remember what i wanted to be when i was a kid. 
Tt WaS SO IONG AGO... eeeeceeeeeeees 


Rab - Just the usual, going to other gigs, my outside band life is pretty 
much music orientated, as for what i wanted to be....not sure, i did do 
an apprenticeship as a joiner then jacked it all in as soon as I 

qualified...totally hated it by the time i had finished. Never did it since. 


Soap - i run a small custom based tattoo studio in stirling, lab munki 
tattoo. this fills my time and i wouldnt have it any other way. it wasnt 
a childhood dream that i followed but rather one that developed 
through my involvement in skateboarding as a teen. now its my life. 


How did you first get into punk and hardcore? 


Rich - I have an a older sister so she got me into bands like The 
Cramps and The Dead Kennedys, then a guy she was going out with 
when I was about 16 was 

introduced me to loads of h/c and he was into his crust a lot as well. 
He took me to me see Agnostc Front on the One Voice tour in 
Edinburgh. To be honest I was shit scared most of the night. All goes 
down hill from there. I was still more of a metal kid tho. 


Tain - I was a Metalhead, through and through, then i got "Damaged" 
by Black Flag and it kind of snowballed from there. Suicidal Tendencies 
were the band that made me think beyond metal and get into 
hardcore and skate punk. 


Rab - I've the older 
sister route as 
well, she was 
going out with a 
guy way back 
when punk was 
out first time 
round, the summer 
explosion of 77, he 
was round the 
house a lot, i was 
still very young 
and age wise still 
in single figures, 
but he gave me his 
Pistols and Clash 
7"s and that was 
me hooked, from 
there it went to 
the progreesion of 
punk in this 
country, 
Discharge, 
Conflict, Anti 
Nowhere League, 
UK Subs to the 

= " other side of the 
pond in about 82, 83 and i found The Dead Kennedys, Black Flag and 
The Descendents, plus a whole heap of other bands, plus the first 
Suicidal album, that was awesome. 


Soap - like ive mentioned before from the skate scene. i think you 
form a lot of your adult ideas and influences as a child. i can link all 
my passions back to skateboarding. i got into tattoos because guys i 
looked up to had them. so it followed that bands i heard on early skate 
vids influenced my musical tastes. bands like Black Flag, Gang Green 
Anthrax and the Misfits were all 

heavily involved with the skate scene one way or another. 


Was there a defining record that made you want to be ina 
band and what three records do you wish you had 
written /played on? 


Rich - It was actually the Metallica Cliff 'Em All video. I wanted to play 
bass like Cliff Burton and have been trying for 16 years with no 
success. 

3 records - Black Sabbath - War Pigs, Metallica -Orion, Iron Maiden — 
The Trooper 


Tain - It has to be "Number of the Beast" by Iron Maiden. I just 
wanted to be Dave Murray. 

Three records ? : End of Silence by The Rollins Band, "Straight Outta 
Hardcore" by Good Clean Fun and "Gommorah's Season Ends" by 
Earth Crisis. 


Rab - Never Mind the Bollocks heres The Sex Pistols, plus the video for 
God save the Queen, Paul Cook is just so cool 

3 Albums, Never Mind The Bollocks - Sex Pistols, Face to Face -Face to 
Face, London Calling - The Clash 


Are any of you record collectors? What are your thoughts on 
that side of hardcore? Any rare pressings in your possession? 
Any you want to get hold of? 


Rich - If it's what your into go ahead. Im not on the ball enough to get 
pre-orders and limited pressings. I'll buy coloured 7"'s and stuff like 


that but I dont keep it in my shelf to look at it all gets played. Ive got 
a lot of old records, most of my Black Sabbath Ips are originals in fact 
most of my record collection is the from the 70's hahahahaha 


Tain - I buy CDS by the bucketload, no vinyl though.... sold that a long 
time ago. I think it's a good thing as it helps the bands to get their 
music heard and helps them to progress and tour because they've 
actually got money 

for their trouble not just some spotty kid downloading their whole 
album from the net for free.... That pisses me off. I've got a signed "At 
the Gates" cd that i love to bits but alas no vinyl. If i could get a 
signed Isis CD or Sunn 0))) CD then that wouls make my day. 


Rab - Not a record collector, but i do like to have full back catalogs if I 
like the band...is that nerdy?? even got Combat Rock by the Clash and 
that’s just plain awful!! Not sure if i've got any rare stuff, never really 
looked 

it up, like Rich i've got a lot of older records, but i've never bothered to 
see if they are worth anything. 

There are loads of records that i wanted but when you're young and 
money is an issue, you can't have them, so now i just have to settle 
for cd reissues, 

which are ususally good value for money as you get 1 or 2 albums and 
bonus stuff on 1 cd, Captain Oi! are good for this, although i wouldn't 
mind the Pistols A+M records!!! 


Soap - skateboards Star Wars and tattoo stuff, any thing to do with 
these. 


Any other obsessions in the band like comics or toys? 
Rich - This is the Soap and Ian question :) 


Iain - STAR WARS, toys, comics to a degree mostly the Sandman 
series and Clerks/Mallrats comics (Kevin Smith rules) also the new 
Army of Darkness series is pretty funny. 


Rab - I have got a load of Star wars stuff, which pride of place goes to 
my Boba Fett full size helmet, 


Do you read a lot of zines? Any favourites? 
Rich - Not as much as I should. 


Tain - Used to, getting back to it now i'm at gigs more, Not got any 
favourites yet, i'm going to keep looking though. 


Rab - I do read them when i see them, although that is less and less, 
apart from gigs its hard to pick them up, 

Tower records used to do loads, but sadly Tower in Glasgow is no 
more, MRR used to be a favourite and Punk Planet is a good read, also 
Heartattack, over here 

Fracture(RIP) was good and Suspect Device is always on the ball 


Soap - back in the day 
i was heavily into zines 
my faves being max 
rnr and Suspect 
Device from over here 
and on the skate side 
you could never beat 
the skate muties that 
bear hackenbush used 
to put out which later 
became the equally 
awesome bugs and 
drugs. if they pop up 
on ebay look them up 
if you ever skated. 


Do you think zines 
are less important 
to the scene with 
the rise of the 
internet? 


Tain - Hell no, as long 
as people are willing 
to put in the hard 
work it takes to make 
these things work we 


should support them 100% everything works across all mediums. 


Do you use the net more to promote the band than sending 
out demos to zines, 


Rich - Both equally. We'll send demos anywhere 


Tain - we'll send CDs to anyone that wants one. We're just happy 
people like our music 


Rab - The net is a lot faster for getting feedback, advertising gigs etc, 
but zines have more longevity, so someone may pick up on the band 6 
months 

after the item was posted on the net and come and check us out, 
purely because its written on paper, not everyone has access to the 
net on a daily basis as well. 


Do you think the 
net is in some way 
responsible for the 
glut of fashioncore 
kids and general 
view of hardcore 
being just music 
by making 
everything so 
readily available 
so no time and 
effort needs to be 
invested to be 
"scene"? 


Rich - I don't really 
understand what 
fashion core is?!?!? 
Although theres no 
danger of me fitting 
into a pair of girls 
jeans. I think its 
easier to look 
something up, go 
"thats what a 
hardcore show looks 


like" and then think 
you know it all as opposed to going to a show and finding out first 
hand. There will be kids who will be onto something else this time next 
year and ones who will stay. Sometimes its hard not be an old bastard 
giving it the old "it wasnt like this in my day" 


Tain - Yes and No, yes because the net gives everyone a faceless 
forum to attack bands and mock them just because thay aren't playing 
a brand of hardcore that was popular in 1984..... what ever happened 
to progression? you can't mock a kid for liking say, Poison the Well 
because that kid might go out and find a record by Murphy's Law or 
Black Flag and then investigate 

where these bands come from and then from there surely a healthier 
scene starts to grow, i think some hardcore fans are very closed 
minded and don't 

look beyond their favourite bands which is a shame becuase there are 
some really talented young bands out there who won't get a chance 
because they don't fit in with this ideal "scene". No because these kids 
are a product of the music buisness and it's need to pollute our 
screens with crap like Good Charlotte and Blink 182, comedy punk acts 
with nothing to say. Again if a 

kid finds Black Flag through Green Day then great but it has spawned 
an unhealthy glut of bands who kind of mock everything that 
punk/hardcore stands for and turn it into a fashion free for all, i can't 
get behind that. Kids who come to be seen on the "scene" are killing 
the scene because it isn't about the music it's about what kind of 
trainers are cool and what kind of sweater you are wearing hopefully 
the music will grow on them and 

they'll learn it's about the unity and the message and supporting your 
local bands not rich american bands who don't remember where they 
come from. My point is that it dilutes the message behind the music 
and that is a bad thing. 


Rab - The net has made it easier for a band to be 'in' one day and 
then out the next, there is so much crap with elitism in the 'scene' the 
"oh i liked them back in such and such when they played in someones 
garage" and "now that they play with a full PA they've sold out 
maaaaaan" There are those who will stay in it for life going to as many 


gigs as they can, buy 7"s cds etc, put on gigs and try and support the 
‘scene’ which has gave them so much pleasure and a place to be 
accepted, the others as Rich said will move on to the next MTV, 
Kerrapp band of the day......Rich in Girls jeans though what a thought 


Who's the biggest metal junkie in the band? I'm presuming 
Rich? 


Rich - Me and Ian are both big metal fans.I've just got more hair than 
he has. 


Iain - You would be correct in that assumption. Soap and i are all 
about the Doom and Rab likes a melody... 


Rab - Rich wins hands down for your love of classic 'metal' 

When can we expect songs about denim and faux leather? 
Tain - If Rick has his way they'll be here by Christmas, in fact that 
could be our Christmas single, "Deck the Halls with Denim and 


Patches" 


You covered priest's breaking the law first time I saw you 
how about doing it again as breaking the edge? 


Rich - We would have to change the lyrics in accordance with recent 
myspace revelations "There I was completely wasted on Baileys Irish 
Cream" :) and 

With a reference to Richard and Judy in there somewhere. 

Tain - It has been rumoured, but it won't go down well in the pubs i 
don't think. Then we'd have to do a cover of "Banned from the 

Soap — that’s not gonna happen. 

What are your top 5 metal bands of all time? 

Rich - Black Sabbath, Iron Maiden, Slayer, Motorhead, AC/DC 

Tain - Iron Maiden, Anthrax, Carcass, Black Sabbath, Cannibal Corpse 
Rab - AC/DC and €rm....ceeeeees if we go glam metal, then Hanoi 
Rocks, Faster Pussycat, and thats about as much metal as i have, i 


really am the odd 1 out when it comes to metal in this band!! 


Soap - AC/DC, Metallica-Puppets come on!, Goatsnake, the Maiden, 
Rhapsody 


Anything to add, future plans, releases? 

Rich - We are hoping to record later this year and maybe put out a 7". 
Either that or we'll all go mad on tour and start smoking crack when 
we get back :) 


Tain - Ask Rab.......ecceeeeeeee Rick'll probably have joined "Conquest of 
Steel" by now anyway. 


Rab - Record as Rich said, tour again, and then more of the same, 
hopefully with a few trips overseas. 


Soap - thanks for people who come down to our and other little 
shows, as tall trees grow from little acorns you know. big ups to the 
Byrne and skater Ian, damn fella you rule! 

www. istandalone.co.uk 
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Full of crunching and powerful hardcore tunes. 
Strike First managed to combine an eighties hardcore vibe with a sound of their own! 
Fee Strike Firstordering, show info, free caf click to: www.crucialresponse.com: 
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THE ANYONE CAN DO IT GUIDE TO PLAYING GUITAR. 
DAZZLE YR FRIENDS, RELATIVES AND PETS WITH 
YR SKILL IN MINUTES. 


STUFF Y'LL NEED 
GUITAR: MUSICIANS TALK ALLSORTS 0 GIBBERISH LIKE 
MAKE, MODEL, COILS AND SHIT.ALL YA NEED IS AN OLD 
BEAT UP GUITAR COVERED IN STICKERS. TO BE TRULY 
PUNK THO,SNAP YR THINNEST $ TRING,5 STRINGS IS 
WHERE IT’S AT. 

AMP: BIG W/ 2 SETTINGS,OFF AND LOUD.THE ONE OFF 
BACK TO THE FUTURE WOULD Do. 

DISTORTION PEDAL: SHOULD DISTORT YA BASICALLY 
NEED THIS TA TURN YR BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED CHORD 
PROGRESSIONS INTO AN IMPENETRABLE FUZZ. 
PLECTRUMS: UM, BITS OF PLASTIC GENERALLY. 


HOW TO PLAY 
FAST.RIGHT THERE'S LOADS OF CHORDS OUT THERE 
BUT IT'D TAKE AGES TO LEARN EM. So BEING PUNK 
AND GREAT WE'LL JUST CONDENSE EM IN TO ONE. 

TAKE YR FIRST FINGER AND PLACE ON THE FIRST 

FRET ON THE FIRST STRING.NOW PLACE YR THIRD 
FINGER ON THE THIRD FRET OF THE SECOND STRING 
AND HEY PRESTO THERE YA GO.YA CAN NOW MOVE & 
THAT SHAPE ANYWHERE ON THE FRETS AND STRINGS/. 
FR INSTANT PUNK ROCK.OH YEAH WHEN YR PLAYING 
REMEMBER TA JUMP ABOUT A LOT Cuz IT’S PUNK. 

TO PROVE IT WORKS HERE'S A COOL PUNK SONG 

TO GET STARTED ON: WORLD UP MY Ass BY THE 
CIRCLE JERKS. 1,2,3,4...... 


Verse: 


SH AFPFED Gone, -No- Mefiz 


Et- - 


= : : toa py BEX ages 
THAT'S IT.NOW YA CAN FORM A BAND AND CONQUER ~~ 
THE WORLD, TAKING PUNK ROCK TO THE KIDS. 


TWENTY CENTURIES OF SLEEP 
Michael Stewart - Guitar, vocals 
James McSherry - Bass, vocals 
Adam Connelly - Drums 


"The art of the future will be the overthrow of situations or nothing" 
Guy Debord, 1952 


To whom it may concern, 

This will be the first and last formal letter - expect no further 
communication but through the music and the lyrics. Twenty Centuries 
of Sleep resent the mundane workings of the music industry in its 
efforts to separate art from every day life and recuperate revolution 
into an easy-to-handle, cheap-to-buy product. Forget press releases, 
for Xerox is a cage; forget too being the "hip new act", for fashion is 
nothing but square; and forget finally the notion of success, for 
success is nothing but a bourgeoise lie that keeps ones interests firmly 
chained to the spectacle of everyday living. 


What do we see around us? The incentive to "make a hit" is no 
different from the incentive to stitch cloth into the latest worthless 
accessory to be paraded down Milan catwalks. Another will be 
demanded in due time, aesthetically different from the last but not so 
much so that it will endanger the principle behind the operation: 
maximisation of profits. 


Art is being destroyed by the conveyor belt of capitalism. Music no 
longer becomes freedom of expression, because it is only free insofar 
as financial gain is ensured for those in control, and that is not the 
artist. The artist is now repressed, not by force but by stimulation - 
"Make music!" the executives cry, guardian angels to our wildest 
dreams, before whispering "so long as it suits our purposes". Elvis has 
left the building, Mephistopheles has arrived in his place. 


What alternative is there to this? There is little to be said for those 
who choose to reflect the workings of the major record companies 
within their own deluded notions of "respectability", but neither can 
one champion the vast army so content to hide underground that they 
stand no chance of inciting revolution. Twenty Centuries of Sleep make 
no pretensions as to being able to solve all the world's ills, but we will 
state clearly our support for personal and collective autonomy free 
from the sterile archetypes and conventions of a society hooked to a 
drip it longs to tear off yet cannot bring itself to touch. 


The wait is over - let's dance. Yours in yearning, 
Twenty Centuries of Sleep 


 wwwburialrecords net 
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ATOMGEVITTER 


Brullen Gvtr - voice drum 

Kaiser Panzerfaust - Bass-ooka 
aTommygvtr - bl'ast! set 

Reverend Kettenhoond - g-string gewalt 


Info: Atomgevitter are post-hendrix thrashcore from Glasgow, 
Germany. Formed in October 2004. 


Releases: "Forward With Atomgevitter" Demonstration #1 CD-R 
(available for free from the band or £1 in the post) 


Contact: 0/2, 146 Darnley Street, Glasgow, G41 2SX 
atomgevitter@atomgevitter.tk 
www.atomgevitter.tk 


THE PROCESS 


The Process formed in late 2003 with a view to reviving a neglected 
strand of hardcore embodied by bands such as Integrity, Ringworm 
and 

Damnation AD. In their short time together Gav, Finchy (both In 
Decades Decline), Jamie (Shank, Nation Of Finks), Jason (Shank, 
Scatha) and Tommy (Los Destructos, Nation Of Finks, Atomgevitter) 
have 

written and recorded a demo, a 7" and toured the UK with Municipal 
Waste. They are currently working on an LP which will hopefully 
completed by Summer 2005. A UK tour in the Spring is also in the 
offing, and plans to play further afield are eagerly discussed in the 
pub after practices. 


83 Ways comes from the 2004 demo CD, which is now sold out. 
Picking Up The Pieces comes from the King Kill 33 7" EP, a split 
release by Burial Records (www.mckee.org.uk/br) and Atrocity 
Exhibition Records (www.sacredheart.co.uk/aer/) 


Email: theprocess@gmail.com 
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Coming Soon in 2005: On Thin Ice CD, Shank/Scalplock 7 , Deathskulls LP 
and hopefully mare! 


Many thanks to Rob T for the following Reaching 
Forward/Downslide interview. 


REACHING 
FORWARD 


Ok firstly introduce yourself and tell us what you did in 
Reaching Forward and when you joined? 


Hey! I’m Johnny and i’m 29 years old. | used to sing in Reaching 
Forward for 3 

years. | joined them 
after their old singer 
got kicked out. A few 
weeks later we 
recorded our first 7” 
and i had no idea 
what i was doing. 


Ok firstly tell us 
when and where 
the last Reaching 
Forward show ever 
was and who 
played etc? Was it 
good time? Final 
show chocolate, 
who came up with 
that? 


Ha! Our drummer 
was a chocolate 
designer so he 
thought it was a 
good idea to make a 
bunch of final chow chocolate bars. They had our logo, an X’d up 
fist and the date of the last show. Let’s see, that was november 22, 
2002 at the Goudvishal in Arnhem. Other bands playing were No 
denial, Running Like Thieves, Strip The Threads and No Turning 
Back. 


Why did Reaching Forward decide to break up, and how long 
exactly had you guys 
been going? Had you achieved what you wanted in the band? 


The band was around for like 5 years. | wanted to do one more 
tour in the states and keep the band going for another year but 
most of the other members were 


too busy with other projects and i guess they didn’t want to play 
fast and solid hardcore anymore. We achieved most of our goals 
although me personally | would've liked to go to Japan and South 
America. 


What was the first band you ever played in and what where 
you like? 


My first band was called Surefire. We wanted to sound like Worlds 
Collide and Chokehold but the other dudes went emo and we 


started to sound like Endpoint. One of these dudes is still my best 
friend and i see the others from time to time. None of them are into 
hardcore anymore. 


How where RFF received in America and what friends did you 
make over there, and what bands where you glad you got to 
play with? 


We played with Mental in Boston but they weren't really tight back 
then. In New Jersey Charge did a 15 minute set which was 
impressive. Other bands we played with are x files x, r ‘nr, Think | 
Care, Jesus Eater, Strike Anywhere, Violent Society and lots of 
local band. We played an emo show in NY with one one dude 
windmilling for all the bands. We almost didn’t get paid because 
apparently this was a benefit for a sick reptile. Hanging out at the 
B9 office was cool and our roadie was pretty fucked up which is 
always a plus. We met some crazy people in New Jersey and a lot 
of cool people everywhere else. Aaron from The First Step 

took care of us in Washington where we went on our day off to see 
the Cro Mags with No Warning. 


How did the scene in America seem different to how it is here 
in Europe? 


Shows are badly organised. There is no food for the bands and 
they don’t get paid enough. Kids are really young and they only 
care about the mosh-parts. There are no youth centres and barely 
any all ages clubs. Bands are motivated and willing to sacrifice. 


Throughout the Reaching Forward releases i can definitely 
see a different writing style coming through, with the later 
releases seeming more positive, lyrically, than some of the 
earlier tracks. How did your personal life effect the way you 
expressed yourself through Reaching Forward / Hardcore, and 
do you 

think your still as posi now as you were back then? 


Haha I’m still a posi-kid but with Downslide there is more room to 
express my bitterness and anger. Mainly because the music has 
more aggression and is a little bit heavier. Reaching Forward was 
more about spreading a message and | pretty much wrote about all 
the subjects i care about. There was a positive vibe within the band 
and my own personal life so i guess this made an impact on the 
lyrics. 


What’s your favourite song you ever did in Reaching Forward 
and which one means the most to you? Do you ever listen to 
the old RF records? 


| like some of the songs on For The Cause because they are 
aggressive but overall i like the Burning The Lies record a lot more. 
That really was the sound we were looking for. Nice, clean positive 
hardcore without sounding weak. 

My personal favourites are The New Direction, Your Downfall, Torn 
Apart, | Won’t Deny, Days Turn Into Years, Day By Day and Cage. 
| listen to these records from time to time. 


Reaching Forward did a few split releases/7”’s, tell us which 
your favourite was, and is there any bands you talked to about 
doing a split or would have really liked to, and why? 


We did 2 split 7’s and we were supposed to do a split with No 
Turning Back but that never happened because we broke up. Our 
side became a one sided 7” and they did a split with The Deal from 


Belgium instead. My favourite split is probably the Ensign split 
because | like both of our songs and the Ensign dudes were all 
really nice. 


Tell us about the worst thing that ever happened at a 
Reaching Forward show? 


When we covered the song Straight Edge on the leper Fest i had a 
blackout and forgot the lyrics. | made a fool out of myself on 
numerous other locations. 


What was the hardcore scene like in the Netherlands when 
Reaching Forward started? Are you into older Dutch bands 
like BGK and Larm? 


Yo, BGK and Larm are both awesome. Together with Discharge 
they are probably my favourite old European hardcore bands. 
When Reaching Forward started out there was a huge Youth Crew 
scene in Holland. Every show you would see pile-ons, tons 

of stagedives and singalongs. Towards the end we played with a 
lot of shitty metal bands and real hardcore was pretty much dead 
over here. 


You got to tour all over the world with Reaching Forward, 
where are the places you’re glad you got to go to and where is 
the furthest you travelled? Also, any funny tour stories? 


We went to the states and we played pretty much everywhere in 
Europe. | was exited to go to Portugal, Scandinavia and Poland. 
There’s lots of crazy stories. the first tour i booked i had no clue 
what i was doing, we had some 40-hourdrives and lost money but 
still had a good time. The tour with American Nightmare was out of 
control... good times. 


How did you hook up with Bridge 9 records? 


We did a tour with American Nightmare and Chris was their roadie. 
| guess he liked us and wanted to release our record in the states. 
He was good friends with Reflections Records so there weren’t any 
problems. 


What is the weirdest thing you ever heard/saw written about 
Reaching Forward? Rumours, weird musical comparisons etc. 


There were always rumours about members selling out. Some 
people hated us because we were always goofing around and they 
talked some shit on us... | can’t remember anything in particular. 


Do you ever use Ebay? Whats your record collection like, do 
you like record collecting? How much would you spend ona 
record, and what’s your favourite you own? 


I’ve been buying records off Ebay for the last 2 years. It’s the 
easiest way to find old hardcore. The most i spend is about 50 
bucks. My favourite record | own is Crippled youth — Join The 
Fight. Not because it’s worth a lot but i just love that record! 
Besides hardcore and punk i buy metal, wave, industrial, 

noise, gabber & idm. My 7’s is what i care about the most, it’s my 
favourite format. The most expensive record i own is a Come 12” 
(pre Whitehouse). 


Your onstage-banter at shows with Reaching Forward is 
legendary, did you ever get any shit from people about it, or 
people not liking what you were saying? Any stigma towards 
the band for being straight edge? 


| got a lot of shit after our show on the leper-fest. Some people still 
hate me for that one. | guess my speeches never made any sense. 
| was always too pumped to get my point across haha.. people that 
weren't edge usually hated us and they started calling us 
Preaching Forward. 


What do you think is more important to hardcore, the lyrics or 
the music? Would you like a band just as much if their lyrics 
didn’t really make sense (eg a lot of arty emo-core bands etc) 
or even if you didn’t agree with the message (eg 

some more right wing Oi! music etc)? 


The music is the most important for me but i would never join a 
band with shitty lyrics or morals i don’t agree with. 


Bit of a random question but If you could change one thing 
about the Nederlands, what would it be? 


Less idiots. 


How did being in Reaching Forward compare to being in 
Mainstrike and now Downslide? 


Mainstrike and Reaching Forward were bands where all members 
were close friends. With Reaching Forward everybody was 100% 
into hardcore and it was all we cared about. With Mainstrike most 
of the members were older and had responsibilities... | feel that we 
never reached our full potential because not everybody could 
enough time. Playing in these bands was one of the best times in 
my life. Both bands released at least one record I’m really proud of. 
Downslide feels more like a project sometimes (esp. Right now) but 
it’s still a lot of fun and all these dudes are cool. 


What bands have members of Downslide been in before, and 
how did you all hook up? 


The other members played in Striving Higher, Line Of Defense and 
Act Of Ignorance. Daan, our drummer was a good friend of mine 
and after Reaching Forward broke up we started talking about this 
new band. We asked Heins Revival to play bass. Emiel from 
Reaching Forward and Marc from Know Your Enemy filled 

in on guitar. Later they were replaced by Joseph and Ghost, friends 
of Heins. Basically, they were the only straight edge kids playing 
guitar in our era. Things clicked and we recorded a demo. That's 
how things got started.. 


What releases have you done so far and tell us about the split 
with Know Your Enemy. 


We have a demo out on The Decline and a 7”/mcd on Crucial 
Response called Nowhere To Hide. Recently we did a split with 
Know your Enemy and Not Just Words will release our final record 
called Unwired. It will be recorded next week and hit the streets 
early 2005. 


| read that Downslide are breaking up in 2005, could you tell 
us how come? When will the last show be? Have you achieved 
what you wanted to with Downslide? 


Yes, most of the other members are too busy with other projects 
and Downslide kinda fell apart. There were a lot of things i wanted 
to do but some of the others just weren't motivated enough. We’re 
all still friends but | felt the we just couldn’t continue the band 
anymore. Daan joined Razor Crusade a few months ago and they 
have big plans and Joseph aka J. Restless is rocking out with 
Restless Youth, the best new European band so they are both ona 
tight schedule. 


What can we expect in the future from yourself and the other 
Downslide 


members? 


Heins and me are joining forces with Jonas from Mainstrike and 
Dorus from Act Of Ignorance. Our new band will most likely be 
called Violent Majority. Our inspiration is early west coast hardcore 
/ punk like the Adolescents, Circle Jerks and Wasted Youth. 


Who thought of the name Downslide and what’s it about? 


| took it from the Chorus Of Disapproval song. | was the only one 
who liked the name but we kept it anyway haha 


Obviously most people know you where in Reaching Forward, 
do you like the comparisons you naturally get? 


| don’t mind, I’d do the same. 


| hear a lot 
more Boston- 
style hardcore 
bands 
influence in 
Downslide 
than Reaching 
Forward. 
Where are the 
main 
influences in 
Downslide 
coming from? 
How 
underrated are 
Jerry’s Kids! 


| love old 
Boston 
hardcore... 
DYS is the shit! 
Bands we all 
love are Bad 
Brains, Minor 
Threat, Youth 
Of Today and 
Cro Mags (no 
surprises). 
Jerry's Kids are 
great, their tracks on the This Is Boston Not LA record are insane! 


When and Why did you decide to become straight edge and 
what where the first straight edge bands you got into? 


The first straight edge band i got into was Insted. Other bands that 
inspired me in the beginning were Uniform Choice, Side By Side 
and Gorilla Biscuits. A few years later | quit drinking and became 
straight edge. That was about 11 years ago. 


Tell us about your love of Side By Side. 


Yo, one of the best bands ever. When i bought that Lost and Found 
bootleg CD | played it every day after school diving on my bed and 
pretending i was Jules. It’s still one of my favourite records ever 
and Jules is probably the 3 coolest front men in hardcore ever! 


How has hardcore changed over the years in your eyes, thus 
how are Downslide deceived compared to how Reaching 
Forward where received? | can imagine RF had to play with a 
lot more metalcore bands than Downslide do? 


Like | said, the last 2 years of Reaching Forward we barely played 
with real hardcore bands. This is one of the reasons some 
members started to get less motivated. When Downslide started 
things weren't any better. The only good things were Dead stop 
from Belgium and No Turning back / No Denial. A few months later 
Justice started and now we have awesome bands like Abusive 
Action, Restless Youth and new bands Like A Step Apart and Turn 
The Screw from Belgium. Thanks to Dead Stop kids are learning 
about their roots and they get exited again. Lot’s of fanzines and 
new bands are popping up out of nowhere. The shows are fun 
again with kids going crazy... i love it! 


What do you think has caused the recent change in hardcore 
at Europe in the moment, with all the more old-school and 
straight forward hardcore bands appearing and the Earth 
Crisis style bands disappearing? 


| really like the first 2 Earth Crisis 7’s and a few other mid 90s new 
school bands but metalcore and beatdown are the worst things 
ever in my book. | love the fact that people right now are finally 
starting to realise hardcore is punk rock and not 2"? rate metal. 


Downslide toured some of Europe including here (the UK) not 
so long ago, how did that go? How did you get hooked up with 
Justice? Any cool/funny tour stories from this tour? 


Well, the Justice dudes are good friends so they asked us to join 
them on that trip. They arranged everything so all we had to do is 
be there in time to hop on the van. | was disappointed by the lack 
of youth crew tapes in their van but luckily Hinkey Pinkey stepped 
in with a bunch of Youth Of Today tapes. The house show in 
London will become legendary and the atmosphere in general was 
great. Every night we talked about euro-core, cover songs and 
when it was time to sleep Heins cracked out another ultra-boring 
sex-story. 


What do you do outside of hardcore to pay the rent? 
I’m an artist and i’m studying to become a part-time teacher. 


What current bands do you listen to, or are impressed with 
live? Give us a top 5 


Hardcore bands: 


Violent Minds 
Justice 
Restless Youth 
Dead Stop 
Our Turn 


aPwon> 


What’s your top 3 bands in general? Most overrated hardcore 
band ever, and most underrated hardcore band ever? 


Favourite bands ever: 
1. Gorilla Biscuits 


2. Tindersticks 
3. Nurse With Wound 


Overrated hardcore band ever: 
Madball after the Ball Of Destruction 7”, Terror, Comeback Kid, etc. 


Underrater hardcore band: 

Vision (esp. In The Blink Of An Eye), Majority Of One, No Denial 
What are you favourite 3 movies and why? Are you into 
horror/zombie movies 

at 

all? 

1. Taxi Driver 

2. The Godfather 

3. Eraserhead 

Thanks so much for the interview, any last words? 


Thanks for the support and your patience. 


All photos are of Reaching Forward and from their website 
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STRAIGHT EDGE HARDCORE 


DEBUT 6-TRACK 7” AND 12-TRACK CD 
OUT NOW ON DEAD & GONE RECORDS. 


DEAD & GONE RECORDS 
17 DRIVER STREET, SHEFFIELD 

$13 SWP, UNITED KINGDOM 
WWW DEADANDGONECO.UK “3s 


BAND INFO: WWW FIFTYONRED.CO.0K 


I always thought Tearjerk were a pretty good punk band 
but they never really set me alight, then Baz announced 
they'd put up their latest demo on their site to download 
and I thought I'd give it a quick listen. I’m glad I did as 
they had come on leaps and bounds since the last 
recordings I'd heard. It was no longer melodic punk with a 
quirky singer, but a full on hardcore assault that brought 
to mind Good Riddance or Strike anywhere. The music was 
harder and punchier and the vocals were stronger and 
more confident, I was so impressed by them that I 
actually felt like doing an interview with them, and no 
band has made me feel like that in the last few years! 

First off, who's in the band and what roles do they fulfil? 


- Since Jan 2003, Tearjerk has been - Mark Grossi on Bass, Mike 
Lindsay and Duncan Craig on Guitars, Roddy Macmillan on Drums 
and Barry Kydd on Throat 


How did the band get 
together, were you all 
friends to begin with? 
What were your 
aspirations for the 
band and have these 
changed over time? 


-Band got together 
initially when Dunc asked 
me if I wanted to have a 
wee jam with him to see 
what happened. I had no 
experience whatsoever 
doing vocals, so i was 
really nervous at first to 
give it a shot. but we just 
went for it. I got mark in 
on bass coz I'd heard he 
was quite useful (which 
he is, in more ways than 
one) and we started 
jamming on Rage covers with our 1st drummer Iain. Soon after 
that Mark suggested getting in another guitarist, his mate Mike, so 
in he came and we set about crafting some sort of a punk sound. 
All we wanted to do from the start was to make a racket that no 
one else was making at the time. as with most bands, we were 
awful to begin with. it took us a little while to get to the sound we 
always wanted from the start, mostly due to my vocals not being 
strong enough for the 1st year or so, and Iain’ s sometimes 
shoddy drumming, but my balls dropped, and we punted Iain for 
Roddy as he was much more the sort of drummer we needed to 
complete us, and here we are, making the racket we set out to in 
the first place. the band has always been here as a channel for us 
to put all our negative energy into something positive, and to have 
fun doing it. that aspect has never changed 


Your sound has progressed from melodic punk to an 
angrier more hardcore style, has this been a change in the 
music you listen to or has it been a conscious decision to 
change the style? Has the line-up change been a catalyst 
for this? 


- what we are doing now, as i said, is the music we always wanted 
to make. it just took us some time to get here. I had a long 
struggle toughening up my throat to give it some power and the 
introduction of Roddy came at just the right time for us. Iain was 
having trouble coming up with the beats we needed to give us 
that extra sense of urgency and it was just getting frustrating for 
all of us. I think he realised this, and that we were serious about 


progressing as a unit and in the end he offered to leave for the 
sake of both parties, which was the best thing that could've 
happened. After that we just wrote, and wrote and wrote, and got 
a good solid set of much harder, faster material. having a good 
rhythm section in a band is incredibly important and now that we 
had that we were just excited with the possibilities. 


Do any of you have 
jobs/uni etc and 
how do you work 
the band round 
these 
commitments, is it 
fairly easy to 
organise 
gigs/tours in that 
sense? Do you 
view the band as 
something you 
could earn a living 
from in the future 
or do you have 
separate career 
plans? Would you 
consider signing to 
a major and what 
are your views on 
that subject? 


-We all have full time jobs. we practice 2 evenings a week after 
work, its tough going but this band keeps us sane at the end of 
the day, so its a commitment we are happy to make. as for gigs 
we just need to make sure everyone can make each one as it 
comes. There’s not really been any problems with that aspect. the 
tours are a bit harder, its a case of sacrificing your annual holiday 
entitlement at work for 2 weeks in a van with 6 or 7 sweaty, 
smelly punks. But the last tour (summer 2003) was a fucking blast 
and we are looking forward to the next one (April 2004). if we 
could make a living playing gigs then I’d happily do that for the 
rest of my days. There are so many uncertainties about it all 
though so its impossible to say if that will ever happen. Ideally 
we'd love for a small independent label to come offer us recording 
time and tours, that would b fucking brilliant. we love playing gigs, 
touring and recording, we know we can do it, we just hope 
someone will give us a chance one of these days, until then, we'll 
keep doing it all ourselves. 

I think any band if asked realistically would "consider" signing for 
a major, but I don’t think any major would ever look at us. shit, 
the punk labels don’t even look at us, haha. if any chance came 
along to get our music out to a bigger audience, it would have to 
at least be "considered" ;) 


What was the first ever record you bought and do you still 
listen to it? What record got you into pure Do you 
consider punk to be a ‘ 

purely musical genre or 
do you view the political 
aspect to be integral part 
that defines punk from 
rock or pop? 


- haha, no-one listens to the 
1st record they ever bought! 
i think it was Vannila Ice tho. 
Pearl Jams "ten" got me into 
guitar music. not ever 
classified as a punk band but 
they are one of the pioneers 
of punk ethics and the 
biggest influence on me as a 
writer, thinker and punk 
rocker. Punk has always 
been here as a voice for the 
voiceless, a stand against the ; 
tide. i think the music has always been that, its never conformed 
to any sort of "acceptable" media in the mainstream. but now you 
have all these off-shoots of punk that keep popping up on MTV 
and TOTP and in all honesty it sickening to see a band like Good 


Charlotte parading around with Nerve Agents t shirts and 
Subhumans patches proclaiming to be punk gods, playing pop 
songs to the masses, because now you'll get a whole generation 
growing up thinking that that’s what punk is. its as if its been pre- 
packaged in a little box, ready to sell to the next kid. i just hope 
the kids can see past that, and get into the proper stuff. i think 
when you look at bands like that, its ALL about the music, the 
catchy, bouncy chorus, the image, anything that will sell a record. 
that’s not about speaking out, that’s about selling out. i think the 
political aspect can be seen in rock and pop as well as punk. 
again, Pearl Jam are a prime example along with U2 and the Manic 
Street Preachers. the Black Eyed Peas record that was no 1 in the 
charts for a while at the end of last year had an extremely good, 
accessible political message to it. people are speaking out more 
and more these days, and rightly so, never has the world been in 
such need for change as it is now. as much as punk can be 
politically motivated, I don’t think its confined to that genre only. 


What three songs do you wish you had written and why? 


- good question. "Times 
are a changing" by Bob 
Dylan, its more than 30 
years old but the lyrics 
are more pertinent now 
than ever, its completely 
timeless, something that 
very, very hard to 
achieve in writing a song. 
It'd be great to be able 
to say, "I did that" 
"Yellow Ledbetter" by 
Pearl Jam, that’s my 
favourite song of all time. 
Eddies writing and vocal 
style have amazed me 
for years now. 
"Detonation" by Strike 
Anywhere , you cant 
really write a better punk 
song than that. although 
, We are trying our best 


‘) 


What are your views on the punk scene in Dundee? What 
bands do you think people should look out for? Do you 
enjoy playing here as I know for a while you cut the gigs 
you played in Dundee right down what was the reasons for 
this? Where is the best place you've played and what 
would be your dream gig to play? 


- as far as Dundee goes and bands you are likely to see around 
here, i would definitely make time for - The Ritalins, Allergo, 
Slaphappy and Engage if you haven't already done so. Dundee is 
gonna need a lot more work and dedication if it can ever have 
something that can be considered a scene. That’s one of the 
reasons we stopped playing here for a while, i wasn’t seeing 
anything worth playing for. No local bands were getting support 
from anyone else but their mates and it was just becoming 
depressing to play to the same people in the same place week in, 
week out. you don’t get anywhere doing that. so we thought fuck 
it, booked shows everywhere we could and said no to almost all 
the Dundee gigs offered us. I do like to play Dundee, its good to 
get a lot of familiar faces at the shows and we are gonna be doing 
a lot more in Dundee this year as we have a lot of new contacts 
looking to do gig swaps with us up here. its a good way to get out 
and about a bit more, plus there are some really good venues in 
Dundee so its daft to not use them. Plus a few local websites like 
www.undergroundscene.co.uk and www.punkinscotland.co.uk 
have helped to spread the word a bit, so more and more people 
are slowly checking us out. So if we keep playing every now and 
then, its gives them a chance to come if they want to. Best places 
we've played so far would probably be Whistlebinkies in Stirling, 
that was brilliant, tiny wee pub, rammed to the roof; Zero Hour in 
Falkirk, great sound, great team that put the shows together and 
an active crowd and The Cathouse in Glasgow purely for the 
professionalism and the great sound. Dream gig? for me, I'd kill to 
play with Pearl Jam. I think if we were on a bill with Bad Religion, 


Dead Kennedys, Nerve Agents, Suicidal Tendencies, Death By 
Stereo, Converge, No Means No, Primus and Strike Anywhere, 
then all of us would be happy :D 


How do you go about writing songs, is there a main writer 
or is it a collective effort? Have there ever been problems 
with ideas being rejected? Do you write all the lyrics and 
do they have to be agreed upon by the whole band, are 
there subjects that can’t be tackled in songs because of 
conflicting beliefs/ view points? 


- Music comes first, someone will come in with a riff they have and 
we'll work on that till we are all happy with the end result. Takes a 
little while but its good to get everyone’s ideas in. then I'll just go 
through my magic book till I get a set of lyrics that fit and that I’m 
happy to use, and we'll jam on it till its tight. i have written every 
lyric of every song so far and I don’t think that will change. its 
what I do ya know?, the guys write music, I cant do that, I do the 
lyrics coz they don’t 
think they can do 
that. it my passion, i 
write all the time. I 
don’t think I could 
convey any sort of 
emotion in my 
performance if I 
wasn’t singing about 
something I truly 
believe in. all my 
lyrics are pretty much 
drawn from my 
personal perspective 
of my world, how i 
see everything i have 
before me, from 
personal struggles to 
social and political 
problems. the guys 
seem to be in the 
same frame of mind 
as I am about most 
things, but i do try to 
make the meanings 
and words as universal as possible so that it doesn’t just make 
sense to me. i want as many people as possible to relate to what 
I’m saying, and take anything they can from it. 


Lastly is there anything you want to add? Upcoming 
tearjerk news etc? 


- Keep checking www.tear-jerk.com for all our dates. There will be 
TONS this year, all over the country. a full U.K. tour is booked 
beginning April 3rd in Aberdeen, so you've no excuse to not come 
see us at least once this year. All our latest recordings can be 
downloaded from our "merch" section on the website, and our 
CD*s remain free for anyone that wants one. Just ask us. 

Thanks for listening. Peace 

Baz 


Thanks to Baz for the answers, I strongly recommend you 
check out their website and download the songs, you 
won't regret it. 


The Fight Back 
The Fight Back 
The Fight Back 
The Fight Back 


I was completely blown away the first 
time I saw the fightback play, they had 
tunes and energy and were obviously 
enjoying themselves a lot. Being one of 
the best bands in Scotland just now an 
interview was essential, so who is who in 
the fight back? 

keano - vocals 

douglas — guitar 

mark - bass 

just now, the lineup used to have glen on drums 
(we also have danny playing 2nd guitar for us 
till we find someone else) 

Am I right that you've only been going 
since 
January? 
ye we 
were a 
band 
before it 
but went 
through 
some line- 
up 
changes 
because 
we 
weren't 
getting 
anything 
done, but 
we got 
everything 
— going 
4) again and 


played our first show april 8th. 
what made you start 

the band and where would you like to see 
it go? 

douglas, mark and glen our old drummer had 
been playing in a different band for a while, 
they had songs but weren't completely happy 
with their sound, at this point keano and danny 
were playing together in a different band, danny 
left this band to join 7 stone lighter. Keano then 


joined the fight back on vocals, it stayed that 
line up for a few months. We then thought 
about getting another guitarist to improve our 
sound, our first thought led us to Danny who is 
a good friend and would be able to learn the 
songs fast for a few shows. We seem to have a 
good thing going now and are looking forward 
to writing new songs and improving in general. 
what do you guys do outside of the band 
and do other commitments ever clash 
because you seem to be playing out a shed 
load these days and any plans for tours at 
all? 

We are all at uni so it can get quite hard 
sometimes to find time and money to practice. 
I've heard you might be doing an EP on 
IRN CRU, any truth in that? 

Yeah we are, if everything goes to plan it'll be 
done early next year. IRN CRU have been really 
supportive 
to us and 
have done 
as much as 
they can to 
help us 
out. 

what label 
would you 
most like 
to see the 
fight back 
on and 
why? 

In an ideal 
world we'd 
be on crucial 
response, 
bridge 9, 
indecision or 
dead and 
gone. 
What was the first ever record you bought 
and do you still listen to it? 

mark — blur - the great escape. He listens to it 
sometimes, pretty much for novelty purposes 
though (ha) 

keano, douglas - oasis or some shit like that.. 
no. 

a lot of shite really 

What record got you into hardcore? 

mark - minor threat: complete discography 
douglas — Minor Threat : complete discography 
keano - poison the well: the opposite of 
december 

Do you consider hardcore to be a purely musical 
genre or do you view the political aspect to be 


integral part that defines hardcore from rock or 
pop? 

we love the feeling of being part of something 
like hardcore, politics just seem to get in the 
way of a good time. 

politics isn't something we go into, 
governmental or fashion and that sort of shit. 
social politics do come into hardcore quite a lot 
and we delve into that a bit but we don't go as 
far as sampling or quoting noam chomsky, 
william blum etc. 

we don't as a band who feel the need to preach 
to anyone about anything in particular, we just 
have a passion for playing our music and being 
able to get some kind of response from people. 
we also see crowd participation as a big part of 
hardcore it makes the show far more enjoyable 
to see people taking part and enjoying 
themselves 
whats your 
local scene 
like? 

our local 
scene is 
pretty much 
non-existant, 
it used to be 
excellent 
"back in the 
day", then 
apathy set in 
and no one 
could be 
bothered 
going to 
gigs, quite 
recently a few guys started a weekly night 
putting on bands, no one took interest and it 
died fairly quickly. 

any good bands people should be looking 
out for? 

none from falkirk really and none that everyone 
doesn't already know, but bands like engage, 
divide, tearjerk, allergo, broken oath etc. 

what do you think of the ukhc scene in 
general? 

from where we see it the scene is good just 
now, theres a lot of really good bands like The 
Legacy, Fifty On Red, On Thin Ice and also 
What Hope Remains who we've had the 
pleasure of playing with. 

what are your songs about? 

all the lyrics are written by keano. he writes 
about things that are personal to him, they are 
mostly about getting dumped, drinking, 
partying, how hard it is and how girls are evil 


and of course skateboarding.....nah we don't 
have a clue what they are about, he's not very 
telling but they all have different themes in 
them....i like we let it slip the best, its pretty 
posi. 

do you have 
any political 
agenda and 
who is 
responsible 
for the lyrics, 
are there any 
topics that 
are out of 
bounds due 
to differing 
personal 
beliefs in the 
band? 

there's no 
political agenda 
about writing 
lyrics we just 
let keano write 
them. since we don't touch on any touchy 
subject matter that may conflict with what we 
all believe in, it means there's no fuss. we're all 
pretty much on the same wavelength anyway so 
its doubtfull there'd be much we'd disagree on. 
What three songs do you wish you had 
written and why? 

left your mark - champion: this song sums up 
champion and has an amazing outro part. 

the great divide - faded grey: we all love this 
song, the message in this song is pretty clear it's 
about how the scene can fall apart under 
peoples egos and how it takes work to make a 
scene good 

too deep until now — chain of strength: excellent 
song and soon to be covered not so excellently 
) 

Anything else you reckon the world should 
know about the fight back at the 

Moment? 

O.E and F.J..228 that is all. 


Filthpact are: 
Dave - Vox. 

Teabags - Guitar and backing Vox. 
Ben - Guitar and backing vox. 
Alby - Bass. 

Jeeves - Drums. 


History: 
'Filthpact’ formed in Aberdeen Scotland, early 2004 
from the remains of ‘Voice Of Aggression’. 
Playing a style of music self-described as ‘Crust 
Violence’ mixing the social awareness of Crust with 
the speed, intensity and conviction of Power 
Violence, ‘Filthpact’ played a number of gigs across 
Scotland and released their debut self titled CD in 
June 2004, This was soon followed by a 16 date 
European tour in Oct 2004 and a split 7" with 
Afterbirth from Edinburgh, self released by the 
band. 


Filthpact have recently returned from a successful 3 
date mini-tour of Finland and are planning to record 
this month followed by a 10 date UK and Ireland 
tour with Unkind and Atomgevitter in April. 


Website: http://www.filthpact.com/ 
Members of Filthpact also put on DIY shows here in 


Aberdeen details of which can be found at: 
http:/ /www.blackboxrecords.co.uk 
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BY MY HANDS 


Heavy as fuck metalcore from Glasgow. Not got the 
official info on them back before printing so I'll just tell 
you what I know about them. 

They formed in 2003 or so as a duran duran tribute 
band called Wild Boys (often being hired for boozy hen 
nights and gay clubs), encountered a couple of line up 
changes and moved on to playing bluegrass to jakeys 
in Glasgow's more insalubrious drinking 
establishments, lead banjo player Lightning White 
Fingers McBam left to become a midget porn star so 
once again they decided a change in direction was in 
order. After purchasing some hoodies and shorts at the 
Barras (5 pairs for a pound) and getting some guy with 
a BC Rich guitar to join the band with the promise of 
some bucky and 20 menthol, the metallic beatdowns 
of By My Hands were born. 

If you don’t believe me you can check out their 
website which I’m sure will corroborate my story. 
Possibly. 

www.bymyhands.co.uk 


P —e OnThinIce - All Hope Abandon 7” 

' M -| Dunno about this to be honest, it’s not bad but 
‘ Fate 7” =| it’snotreally setting me alight, I was expecting 
So here’s the 7”, 6 new tracks from a something immense but it’s not. Mainly mid 
these guys, awesome fast pissed off < paced metallic riffs and chugging that isn’t ever 
hardcore with big chants and breaks brutally heavy topped with growly vocals. 

it's sounds pretty chaotic in places like Some of itreminds me of when old thrash 


: Sink se metal bands like nuclear assault and exodus 
they te totally just letting rip. Also it’s did slower bits, I'd still go see them and see if 


got one of my photos on the centre 2 | they come across better live. The coloured 
label so it’s definitely a must own 7 vinyl looks nice. (dead and gone) 


(courage to care) 


Just Fucking Die - Demo 
Well I was well impressed with the way they 


made the wee booklet out of A4, very smart. 
From their photos I was expecting bandana 
thrashcore but it’s more of a heavy chuggy 
aggro hardcore with fast shit and swearing and 
¥ shouting about folk they dont like and to be 

Face Up - Demo 7” honest it is pretty cool but I doubt I’d listen to 

Tlike this, boston style it lots but I’d probably love them live, so there 

hardcore, short and fast can ya go. Contact: 

hear all sorts, ten yard fight, make_no_mistake_youre_my_enemy@hotmail.com 

in my eyes, floorpunch 

especially floorpunch. Can't 

really say much more than if 

you like the youth crew style 

you'll like this. (courage to 


The Plight - Demo 
This sounds real fresh, it’s hardcore but 


4 with akinda rockin edge, twiddly lead parts 
#1 | thrown around like some skate punk type 
F stuff, raspy shouting, fast paced and 
YP44 This only took 3 months to arrive and I'd love to ‘ff upbeat sounding, high energy and some 
ww | say it was worth the wait but it’s not that special, good shout along parts. 
7 mid to fast hardcore with kinda high yelpy I've lost the cover so don'thave the 
- an shouted vocals, some bits are pretty cool and contact info, sorry. 
show promise. I quit is a good song so maybe this 
will grow on me. One song sounds well like the 
legacy . Go figure. 


| raise the white flag demo05 
Tonly have one thing to say about these guys: ds13. 
this is Fukkin great like, Five songs of Thrashcore 

. Llikeit alot, and 


with ahint of youth crew 


Striving higher 10 songs 

This is sweet, straight up old school 

hardcore tempered with some nice melodic [7 
quitar parts. FF you dig hardcore with 


good. 


theyve put a bit of thought and care into the 
presentation too, looks good, Thumbs up, Just send 
1.50 (p+p included) to: Grahan dak, 109 Melville 
Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 7UT 


the legacy we gave it everything 

this sounds awesome, everything about it hits the 
mark for me, the vocals ae rawer than the last 

od and it just makes it sound more intense, Just 
makes me want to jump about like aloon basically. 
Passionate, heartfdt, melodic hardcore, One of 
the uks best, (dead and gone) 


The Decline Demo 05 
This is pretty cool stuff, raw vocds 
and abrasive quitars with moshy chugged 
| parts and a generally maevolert and 
pissed off feel. IF you think along the 
} lines of right brigade or American 


9] nightmare you wouldnt be too Far off, 


Contact: harducknights@gm al.com 


tunes like gorilla biscuits, burning poirt 
etc this will be up your street, its well 
(Engineer records) 


Istand done _ demo 04 
Iwas quite surprised when I first heard these 

J guys as all I knew was they were a straight edge 
band so Iwas expecting a stereotypica sxe she 
sound but they are more of a Melodic punk hardcore 
kinda thing dong the lines of coffin break with a 
few kill your idols riffs thrown in For good measure, 
Its well cabchy but I Could have done with alyric 
sheet so I could sing dong instead of just going 
oooc-aaaah wooah when Ive got this on. 
band@istandalone.co.uk 
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arameus is your revolution merely for display? 
Ireally dont know much about ths metallic emo math cor 
staff, this is ok, all the usal comverge and dillinger escape 
plans tuffis there alorg with sorte bits that sound like lost 
©) pophets or fureral for a fend. If your into that type of stuff 
ua you would prob a ly love this but you should get hold of sore 
S) allege fist you know. (engineer reconds) 


realign the urban rock addiction 
this is pretty cool, I wasn’t inbo it 

when I first gave it a spin but lisbening 
toit again I’m getting into it. It’s 

kinda like shape of punk bo come refused 
with rage against the machine but 
without the funk and rapped vocals. Lots 
of different sounds and textures going 
on, good stuff, frockemotions) 


What hope remains stand and be counted demo 
F it wasnt for the fight back I reckon this 

Would have been my Favouribe new uk band, Fast 

And aggro with some great breakdowns and Ilove 

The guys voice sounds like he’s giving it 110%. 
Talsolike The fact that you get alyric sheet 

that Has a wee explanation about the meaning and 
Feelings behind the songs. Looking forward bo 

The ?” on courage bo care, 


Turn cold 

Yet another amazing uk band, fast paced 
Straight up hardcore dong the lines of 

Tn my eyes and ben yard fight. What more 
Do you really need to know? Top notch, 
(burncald@hotn ail co.uk} 


filthpact _ discography 2004 
fucking anarcho crust core to the max! 


the intro is afemale spoken word piece 
over some triba /caltic drumming and just 
totally puts mein mind of oi palloi. 

Then the crustcore assault kicks in like 

A dassic mix of all the uk greats From 

The mid bo late eighties, napam, ent, 
Filthkick, doom etc, Isee patches on 
Combats, discharge tees with the deeves 
Torn off and aheadful of manky dreads, 


reak itu 
I Fucking love this, Fast melodic old 
School hardcore with kinda talked sung 
Yocds, I just cant get enough of 
These guys which is where my only 


msonofthemourning forest bank 
more math-core stuff here. Quiet picked 
WE intros, spazzed out sections, melodic 
singing bits and more thrashy bits. Not 
my cup of bea really, (engineer) 


Rentokill back to convenience 

Melodic punk rock in the fat wreck vein thatis 
quibe close bo good riddance overall, not bad 
like and I would recommend it to anyone into 
bad religion, strike anywhere, rise against etc. 
pity aboutthenamethough. (engineer) 


anilla waiting for somethin 
Inoffersive pop punk ala drive thru records 
type of stuff, IFit wasn’t For the 
occasional flash of their Itdian accents 
it could be any of those American bands 
that Hurintoone, {engineer} 


yy 
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The fight back —_ demo 04 

Fuck aye! They might have a strange 
Obsession with cockin photos of each 
Cther but they're still the best band 

Tn the uk and even though the 
Production values on this ae next to 
Nething it sounds fucking amazing. Old 
School hardcore bo the max, think faded 
Grey with some chain and you'll be 
There. = (www. thefightback.co.uk) 


#1 defender the diary truthful ep 
dighty melodic rocking emo (as per what that 


meant circa 2000) coming close to the get up 
kids four minute mile in places and in others 
something a bit harsher like planes mistaken 
for stars. Not what I generally listen too but 

I wouldnt dismiss it out of hand like and 

FF you dig the emo sound of the turn of the 
Millennium then you be into this (engineer) 


Skirmish the cooked and the cavalier 
This is kinda like a screamo type thing but 

With more punky vocals instead of the ydpy 
screeching annoyance but with some old school 
hardcore and melodic punk stylings bundledin 
2s well as some furk stuff ala adequate seven 
dl in al it’s pretty Fucking good and T'll 

be giving this 4 4 good few spins from now 


demo 04 on. (last chance/engineer) 


Problem with this lies, it’s done and 

Dusted in just over seven minutes, 

Cannot wait For the album. Seriously, 
8 Ican't, hurry the Fuck up aready! 


